
Extract from Hansard 
[COUNCIL — Friday, 17 April 2020] 

 p2305c-2305c 
Hon Alannah MacTiernan 

 [1] 

CORONAVIRUS — AGRICULTURE — TEMPORARY VISA HOLDERS 
Statement by Minister for Agriculture and Food 

HON ALANNAH MacTIERNAN (North Metropolitan — Minister for Agriculture and Food) [9.07 am]: In 
light of the ongoing COVID-19 pandemic, new arrangements have been put in place to secure the workforce 
required to support Western Australia’s primary industries. Temporary visa holders will continue to play an important 
role in delivering seasonal labour for WA farmers. These arrangements incorporate practical measures that ensure 
that the risk of COVID-19 transmission is effectively managed and workers are allowed to move to new employment. 
These arrangements are based on the best available health advice, advice that to this point has been effective in 
containing the spread of the virus. 
Western Australia has hard controls on our state border. This means that only workers with specialist skills that 
are urgently required and cannot be met locally would be considered for an exemption to enter the state. We do 
not anticipate that working holiday-makers would qualify for an exemption to enter Western Australia to engage 
in agricultural work. Within Western Australia, primary industry workers travelling between regions are permitted 
under existing exemptions, subject to providing proof of employment. Travel to the Kimberley and other remote 
communities will require an exemption and may require 14 days of self-isolation. 
In addition, we will work with industry to add further safeguards to address health risks and community concerns 
related to the movement of temporary visa holders employed in the agricultural sector. These include, first, 
a requirement for the employer and employee to sign a declaration that appropriate accommodation arrangements 
are in place that are consistent with social distancing requirements, and, second, that employers have in place 
a COVID-19 health management plan to ensure appropriate social distancing arrangements are in place within the 
workplace and support business continuity. 
We have worked with agriculture ministers from across Australia to secure arrangements to enable the extension 
of visas for seasonal workers and working holiday-makers employed in agricultural industries. The Department of 
Primary Industries and Regional Development is working to ensure that employers and employees have been 
matched in advance so employment agreements can be established ahead of any movement between regions. We 
are also working with industry and unions to provide a way forward for employers to pay for lodgings and food 
between periods of employment to ensure that adequate labour is available in all regions. The government has 
delivered effective arrangements to secure up to 7 000 seasonal worker jobs. These are critical jobs to keep our 
primary industries delivering the food and fibre upon which so many people depend. 
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